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THE MUSEUMS IN PRZEMYŚL

The Museum was established in 1909, on the initiative of local social 
activists, as a Museum of the Society of Friends of Science in Przemyśl. 
The festive celebration of its first exhibition was held on 10 April 1910. The 
source of the exposition was a private collection of Kazimierz and Tadeusz 
Osińscy and numerous items contributed by the citizens. In 1921, 
following its accession to the Society of Historical and Artistic Museums in 
Poznań, the museum assumed the name of the National Museum of the 
Przemyśl Land, which was reactivated in 1984. During the interwar period, 
the institution encountered financial problems and inadequate space, 
changing its seat several times. »From 1946 the Museum was situated in 
the impressive building of the former palace, belonging to Greek-Catholic 
bishops, located in the square of 
T. Czacki 3, which it lost in April 2000, pursuant to a decision of the property 
board.«          
A new branch of the Museum was opened in September 2001. It was the 
Museum of Bells and Pipes – in the renovated Clock Tower at ul. 
Władycze.  A branch of the Town History was opened in April 2005 in a 
late-Renaissance bourgeois town house at Rynek 9. In 2006, the 
construction of a new building was commenced at the Berek Joselewicz 
Square, financed by the Community, self-government and ministerial 
funds. On  the eve of its 100-year existence, the Museum finally gained  its 
own, suitable seat. The ceremony of its opening took place on 16 
December 2008, thus commencing the exhibiting activity of the museum.

The National Museum of the Przemyśl Land is a multi-branch 
institution. Its collections cover 80 thousand exhibits in the scope of 
archaeology, history, art and ethnography, almost 280 thousand 
fragments of archaeological artefacts, mainly ceramics, over 550 deposits 
and various supporting materials. The library operating at the Museum 
holds 35 thousand books in its collection, including 98 manuscripts, about 
400 antique books and 600 cartographic items.

Its Archaeological Department collects artefacts from all epochs and 
prehistoric periods, the Middle Ages and modern times. Among them we 
may enumerate Neolithic flint and stone goods, valuable bronze artefacts 
and grave inventories from crematory cemeteries from the Bronze Age, 
local iron items and imported goods from the Roman period, early 
mediaeval artefacts, among others unique grave complexes of old 

The Płk. Berak Joselewicz Square 1
tel. +48 16 670 30 00
www.muzeum.przemysl.pl

opening hours:  Mondays – closed
Tuesdays and Fridays - 10.30a.m.-5.30p.m., 
Wednesdays - 10.00a.m.-3.00p.m., 
Thursdays - 9.00a.m. -3.00p.m.
Saturdays - 9.00a.m.- 4.00p.m., Sundays 11.00a.m.-3.00p.m.

Byzantine intaglio, heliotrope, intaglio – 10th/11th century – obverse and reverse.

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM
BRANCH IN PRZEMYŚL



Hungarian cemeteries in Poland, goods showing the influences of the 
Byzantine and old-Russian cultures.

The Ethnographic Department covers the material culture of villages 
from the Polish and Russian borderland. There is a large collection of 
functional items – tools, appliances and garments, ritual items (nativity 
scenes, Easter painted eggs, ritual bread), folk and amateur art items, 
both old and modern ones.

The Historic Department documents all evidence from the past 
relating to Przemyśl and the Przemyśl Land within its historic borders. 
These collections are composed of the following: numismatic items, 
iconographic materials, historical souvenirs (among others, those 
belonging to Professor R. Weigel and the composer A. Malawski) and 

Location: ul. Władycze 3, 37-700 Przemyśl, 
tel. +48 16 678 96 66

www.muzeum.przemysl.pl

The Museum of Bells and Pipes, established in September 
2001, is located in the Old Town, in the late-Baroque Clock Tower. The 
Tower was erected between 1775-1777, as a belfry of the Uniate 
Cathedral and it was taken over by the Town after the so-called “Joseph 
dissolutions.” In 1983 it became the property of  the National Museum of 
the Przemyśl Land and its last renovation (2001-2002) made it possible to 
adjust its eight storeys to serve as exhibition rooms showing exhibitions of 
bell-founding and pipe-art – the articles which Przemyśl was and is  still 
famous for, both nationally and internationally. The exhibition of pipes was 
skilfully integrated into the architectural design of the Tower and covers 
two of its storeys. The first storey presents old pipes from museum 
collections, among others historical items, finds from forts in Przemyśl and 
the so-called “walatówka-type” pipes. Inconspicuously-looking clay pipes 
constitute an interesting research material. The oldest of these dates back 
to the end of the 17th century, while the newest ones, the so-called café 
pipes, to the beginnings of the 20th century. Some homogeneous pipes 
were manufactured in the famous Schlesis Fabrice in Zborowski. 
However, the most interesting pipes are artistic pipes and cigarette-
holders, carved in sepiolite, including: a millennium Hungarian pipe made 
according to J. Kopp’s design, pipes with “false dates” and Biedermeier 
pipes. Among the wooden pipes, a particularly valuable one is the pipe 
shaped in the form of a mysterious animal – a humorous hunter’s pipe 
from Kelče in Moravia, decorated with a rustic scene, belonging to 
Sotschek, a confectioner from Lvov. Though there were neither 
manufacturing plants nor porcelain pipe painting companies in the 
Przemyśl Fortress, soldiers from all nations bought  their “soldier’s life 
companions” with them. Their various ornaments tell us much about the 
owners’ aesthetic taste, as well as about their social status. The so-called 
“reservist’s pipe” presents an old tradition concerning the moment soldiers 
became reservists.  One display case is intended for famous “walatówka-
type” pipes, i.e. those manufactured by a legendary pipe-founder, Ludwik 
Walat. 
 The upper storey (the seventh floor) currently serves as a  
space to exhibit  the modern production and artistic pipes of Przemyśl.  

archive records (including the archive of the “Star of Przemyśl”, the 
Osińscy family,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elek Molnar, leaflets from the 1st  
and 2nd  World Wars). 

The Art and Craft Department collects old and modern art items, 
especially the works created by artists connected with the eastern part of 
Lesser Poland.  These collections include, among others, Polish and 
foreign paintings, a valuable collection of icons (15th – 20th centuries), 
graphics, drawings, sculptures, guild crafts and artistic craft and military 
items. Additionally, the Museum has an interesting natural collection, 
covering paleontological and mineralogical specimens, fossils, trophies 
and preparations.

Until the  permanent exhibitions devoted to the times and culture of 
the Przemyśl Land will be arranged, the National Museum of the Przemyśl 
Land offers its  visitors  a wide variety of temporary exhibitions and various 
cultural and exhibition activities.  

Text:Józefa Kostek, Photos: Marek Horwat

an angel’s statue
author: Tomasz Hutter, Poland 

- before 1732, wood, polychromy

Taking into account that the pipe collections of the Museum have grown 
considerably  over the last several years, the extension of both exhibitions 
has been planned for the near future.  The lower storey will be enriched, 
among others, by a collection of water pipes (nargille), Ruhle-type pipes 
and elements of pipe-smoking rooms, while the upper one will show the 
history of the pipe from the times of Wincenty Swoboda up to now. 
A bell-founding exhibition is located on the subsequent four storeys of the 
Tower, starting from the second floor. The first one presents the very 
process of bell-manufacturing, unchanged since mediaeval times. The 
remaining three storeys show bells and other related articles. The bigger 
bells are hung in the tower shaft, on special steel frames. The most 
interesting ones are surely the bells made in the workshops in Gdańsk and 
Toruń in the 17th  and 18th  centuries: Gerhard II Beningk (1625), 
Beniamin I Wittwerck (1721), Immanuel Wittwerck (1751) and Nicolas 
Petersilge (1759). Two bells with elements of the town’s coat-of-arms are 
associated with Przemyśl: a bell from the town-hall (?) founded by the 
town Mayors, Czehowicz and Grzybowski, from 1740 and a bell from 
1878, cast in the presence of Mayor Walery Waygart by the bell-founder 
Jan Jaroszewski. Another interesting item is the finely ornamented bell 
from Daromin near Sandomierz, made in 1935 by Ludwik Felczyński in 
Przemyśl, probably ordered by the contemporary Pope, Pius XI. The 
exposition is supplemented by documents and archive records relating to 
the Felczyński family, who have been connected with the bell-founding 
craft, since 1808 in Kałusz, and since 1915 in Przemyśl. Currently, the 
Felczyńscy family bells are manufactured in two bell-founding plants in 
Przemyśl and in Taciszów near Gliwice. The next floor shows ship’s bells 
borrowed from the Central Maritime Museum in Gdańsk and the Polish 
Navy Museum in Gdynia. 

The penultimate floor of the Tower has been set aside for annual 
exhibitions of the most valuable pipes and small bells. Traditional 
openings are held on the first Saturday or Sunday in July, serving as one of 
the most important events during the holidays of the Przemyśl craft, 
especially pipe manufacturers from the whole of Europe. Permanent and 
temporary  exhibitions are accompanied with scientific and popularized 
publications. Museum guides will help you to see all the exhibitions in the 
Museum. 

There are two observation decks in the Tower. The upper one, 
which is the highest observation point  in the town centre, enables you to 
admire the panorama of the Old Town – a unique, architectural and 
landscape view on a European scale, .

Urszula Olbromska, Marta Trojanowska
photo: Grzegorz Karnas

Marian Stroński, 
Dziewczyna z Dubiecka [A girl of Dubiecko] 

pł. oil painting., 1927

THE MUSEUM 
OF BELLS AND PIPES

division of the National Museum



Przemyśl, Piotr called Włoch (the Italian), erstwhile contained merchant 
storerooms, apartments of pharmacists, town councillors and tailors. 
Today it bears witness to the glory of Przemyśl, its rich history, its great 
moments and everyday life. 

On entering the "Great Chamber" on the ground floor (all middle-
class houses used to have one fine room of that kind), we can see a huge 
Baroque tile stove, the remnants of the 16th-c. polychromy, and the 
adjacent mezzanine. Upstairs we can relish the atmosphere of an old 
Przemyśl house and reflect upon the way people used to live in bygone 
days. We enter the dark windowless kitchen, move on to the somber and 
dignified study of the master of the house and then to the large drawing 
room overlooking the market square. There are old paintings on the walls, 
a grand piano in the corner, armchairs, sofas and a fireplace. There are 
also stylishly draped curtains and fine wallpaper. Cut flowers make it all 
more real. From the drawing room we proceed to the dining room, then to 
the dimly lit bedroom with a mirror, pictures and a dressing table. Another 
exhibition: a photographer’s studio from a hundred years ago, which 
commemorates the Przemyśl master of photography (the Vienna court 
photographer of the Austro-Hungarian monarch), Bernard Henner. The 
studio is complete with specialist equipment, cupboards, tools and a 
darkroom. There is a real fountain there, serving as background for special 
photographs. In accordance with its name, the Museum shows the visitors 
the history of Przemyśl: tokens of prehistoric times, archaeological relics, 

the town’s Hungarian trace (the thousand-year-old tomb of an old 
Hungarian knight buried with his horse), objects from the times of the kings 
Casimir the Great and Władysław Jagiełło, exhibits that witnessed the 
Baroque era, the foreign rule over Poland, the times of Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy, Przemyśl between the wars, the Second World War... And what 
awaits us at the top of the building, under the roof, is a feast for the eye, 
a festival of memory, a sentimental journey: the views of Przemyśl in 
dozens of paintings. There is also a gallery of the emblem of Przemyśl, 
many old photographs, the romantic atmosphere of sepia landscapes, 
long gone streets, houses and churches.

After the climb to the top of the building (there is a lift available) it is 
nice to have a rest on the patio (restaurant extension) sipping favourite 
drinks still in the aura of old Przemyśl.  

text: Antoni Sarkady
photos: Marek Horwat

translation: Agnieszka Andrzejewska

Rynek 9
37-700 Przemyśl
tél.: +48 16 678 65 01, +48 16  678 97 35

www.muzeum.przemysl.pl 
In May 2005 Przemyśl saw the opening of a new museum: THE 

MUSEUM OF THE HISTORY OF PRZEMYŚL, division of the National 
Museum branch in Przemyśl. It is easy to remember its address: Rynek  9, 
and location on the eastern side of the old market square in a 16th-c. 
building called the Brzykowski House (from the surname of its original 
owners). Centuries later in the interwar Poland, it was owned by the 
esteemed Bystrzycki family, whose member, Przemysław Bystrzycki, is 
the author well-known for glorifying Przemyśl in his books. Do not fail to 
see this willow-green building with its beautiful façade, arcades, stylish 
balcony and the easily noticeable inscription: MUZEUM NARODOWE 
ZIEMI PRZEMYSKIEJ.

It has five storeys, including two floors of vaulted cellars housing the 
restaurant called RESTAURACJA MIESZCZAŃSKA. Above there is a 
labyrinth of rooms, chambers, staircases, galleries, balustrades and 
secret corners. This old house, the work of an architect from Italy settled in 

Photographer’s studio

Middle-class house interior

Photographer’s studio

THE MUSEUM OF THE 
HISTORY OF PRZEMYŚL

division of the National Museum
Plac Katedralny 2 and 3
37-700 Przemyśl
open daily from 10.00 to 16.00
group reservations: Phone: + 48 16 678 27 92
www.muzeum.przemyska.pl  

It is a unique place, mainly due to the very figure of its founder. It is 
does not often happen that  a saint founds a cultural institution.  Józef 
Sebastian Pelczar, the bishop of Przemyśl, as early as at the beginning of 
his ministry in 1902 called people to protect the material evidence of man’s 
religiousness. As a result, they began to collect masterpieces of sacral art 
within the contemporary Diocese of Przemyśl. The collection was placed 
in a post-Jesuit oratory, above the nave of the 17th century  church 
dedicated to the Holiest Heart of Jesus Christ. 

The museum operated in an unchanged form and in the same place 
for over one hundred years.  However, due to the bad technical condition 
of the hitherto existing seat, it was decided that the museum should be 
moved to a new place.   Thanks to the efforts undertaken by the lovers of 
the museum  and the unwavering will of the protectors of the collection, 
some of the masterpieces were restored. The archbishop  Józef Michalik 
designated two historic town houses, adjacent to the Saint John the 
Baptist Metropolitan Cathedral Church to be the new museum buildings. 
The opening of the , “new Museum” took place on the 100th anniversary of 
the consecration of its first seat on 27 August 2008. 
The works of the Polish Middle Ages constitute the pearl of the collections 
in the Museum. They provide a broad overview of the era, thanks to 
examples from all the domains of art. Among the board pictures 
presented, most often fragments of altars, it is worth  mentioning the wings 
of the triptych from Załęże (about 1470) showing the Annunciation scene 
or a triptych from Osiek Jasielski, illustrating Saint Peter and Paul, the 
Apostles (1527). An example of the so-called Holy Greater Family, 
exceptional in terms of iconography, is presented on a predella from 
Jaćmierz. The sculpture presents various figures of the Holy Mother with 
the Child, the so-called Beautiful Madonnas, e.g.: from Bączal Dolny (end 
of the 15th century) or from Święcany (1375). A particular monument is 
composed of figures reconstructing an arrangement from the so-called 
rood arch, among them tourists pay special attention to the  monumental 
crucifix from the New Town.  Though it does not enter into the classical 
canons of beauty, it undoubtedly strongly shows an emotional charge. 
It is also worth mentioning here the collection of mediaeval fabrics.  The 

The Józef Sebastian Pelczar 
Archdiocese Museum  in Przemyśl



oldest exhibits, dating back to the second half of the  14th century, 
constitute two fragments of chasuble panels. Later embroideries date 
back to the second half of the  15th century. Among them there is also a 
chasuble cross-shaped panel with the scene showing the Assumption  of 
Holy Mother surrounded by the Apostles (analogies with the embroideries 
made in  the Cracow centre) and a chasuble cross-shaped panel with the 
scene presenting Crucified Christ, called “arbor vitae”.
The Baroque period is represented by a collection of portraits. Among the 
most interesting ones, there are: a portrait of Paweł Piasecki (1644-1649), 
a bishop of Przemyśl, an author of “The Polish Chronicle” and a big portrait 

of Aleksander Antoni Fredro (1724-
1734), a bishop of Przemyśl. The 
collection comprises of canvasses 
of the  French artist, Augustyn 
Mirys, a painter of the Braniccy 
family from Białystok. Along with a 
portrait of Jan Klemens, there is 
also a portrait of his wife, Izabela 
Branicka from the Poniatowski 
family, as well as a painting 
presenting their relative, Urszula 
Lubomirska from the Branicki 
family. An attractive example of a 
Polish group portrait is a painting of 
the Krasiccy family from Dubieck, 
painted by Mikołaj Tereiński (appr. 
1753). In the museum collection 
you will also find the Sarmatian 
coffin portraits (e.g. an epitaph of 
Teo f i l a  Krakowska ,  1659) ,  
prepared for an exhibition.  

It is also possible to visit the 17th century gentry room.  This  museum’s 
new acquisition was transferred there from the so-called “Orzechowski’s 
Manor House”, adjacent to the metropolitan cathedral. In the seat of the 
Przemyśl Chapter’s canon, Stanisław Orzechowski, you can see either 
original furniture dating back to the 17th century or fragments of religious 
polychromes. 
The exhibition rooms are arranged in the converted historic interiors. 
Visitors are able to see the 16th century cathedral school, or the 
Psalterers’ College, which contains relics of the 18th-century polychrome 
discovered during repair works. 
  Among the other exhibitions we should mention 
sculptures made by the famous Manneristic 
artist from Lviv, Paweł Hutter, or tapestries 
brought from San Michele papal manufacture 
by bishop Aleksander A. Fredro (1724-1734). 
They were made according to the designs of 
Guido Reni (1575-1642) and show the figures 
of the four Evangelists. The Germans were 
unsuccessfully seeking them during the  
period of occupation. 
A very popular room devoted to the Pope John 
Paul II will soon be made available to visitors. 
The decoration works in the remaining 
exhibition rooms are in progress.  Organisers 
spare no effort to show not only the 
masterpieces which have been presented 
before, but also those that have not yet been 
shown to date.

text: Rev. Marek Wojnarowski,  
photo. Grzegorz Karnas

Wyb. Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego (next to the Hotel Gromada) 
37-700 Przemyśl 
Opening hours: Saturdays: 2.00 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Sundays: 12.00 p.m. - 6.00 p...m.
It is possible to visit the exhibition at other times, upon prior 
arrangement: +48 505 077 838 or +48 530 068 480
www.projekt8813.pl

The occupation of the eastern borderlands of Poland by the 
USSR in September 1939, the seizure of Finnish Karelia and Lapland in 
March 1940 and of the Baltic countries, Bessarabia and Bucovina in June 
1940 led to a situation in which the thus far existing “fortified areas on the 
western state border”, i.e., the “Stalin Line”, ceased to play their intended 
role.  Within a relatively short time, the system of border fortifications that 
had been developed for over 10 years found itself in the remote rear. In 
some cases, the border shifted by several hundred kilometres.
Preparatory works had been commenced as early as in January 1940, 
which preceded the construction of new permanent fortifications.  At the 
turn of 1939/1940, the first field measurements were taken and repeated 
in the spring of 1940.Almost concurrently with the first works on the new 
border fortification system, all works on the previous fortification system, 

the so-called ”Stalin Line”, were ceased. The gigantic construction project 
was supervised by 5 management units, each attached to the 
headquarters of the respective military district, with 1338 subordinated 
building sections. The builders had to contend with inefficient work 
organisation, permanent shortages in raw material, specialist equipment 
and weaponry supplies.  There were also cases of mismanagement or 
downright theft. The construction of at least 4,850 reinforced concrete 
shelters within 13 fortification areas was planned, out of which about 1,900 
objects had been constructed by 22 June 1941. The 8th Fortification 
Area (Przemyśl) bordered the Rava-Ruska Fortification Area in the north, 
and reached the Bieszczady Mountains slopes in the south. Its task was to 
protect the strategic communication route to Lvov, as well as the railway 
bridges across the San (Przemyśl, Zagórz). In total, 168 reinforced 
concrete objects were planned to be built along the 120-kilometre-long 
defence line. By the beginning of June 1941, 99 objects had been finished, 
with 63 shelters manned by 8 June 1941. The caponiers within the 
“Molotov Line” system were special objects, characterised by their size, 
great concentration of firepower and the fact that there were relatively few 
of them. Only 3 such objects were constructed within the 8th Fortification 
Area (Przemyśl). 18 similar constructions were known to be constructed 
along the whole “Molotov Line”, including only 2 one-storey objects.
The described antitank caponier was constructed as a monolithic, one-
storey reinfored concrete structure, with an asymmetric layout of rooms, 
allowing  firing in opposite directions at the same time. The object was 
equipped with two 45 mm calibre antitank cannons and 4 heavy machine 
guns. There was also a Polish-made turret with four guns. 

Thanks to the dedication of a handful of enthusiasts, 
preservation works have been going on since 2004.  An entrance tunnel 
with a bend was excavated, the external shape of the shelter was 
exposed, the bricked-up loopholes were reopened, two grille doors were 
installed, the slabroof was cleaned and the gun turret was restored. Since 
2008, an exhibition has been organised in the Kaponiera Gromada, 
showing original documents, newspapers and leaflets. Original fittings 
(e.g., the door, speaking tubes, armour-plating elements of the gun 
positions), as well as a rich collection of military items from the WW II 
period have been placed inside the bunker. The most interesting exhibits 
include: a telephone exchange with a field telephone set, a periscope and 
a sanitary unit.

Ł. Kozdrój, G.Malik

Soviet battle shelter (ID 8813) The exhibition is located in one of the shelter rooms

MUSEUM EXHIBITION - CAPONIER 8813


