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Przemyśl blue walking route 

This walking route is marked with white and blue squares.

 The route: Old Town Market Square – the Roman Catholic 
Archcathedral - the Kazimierzowski (Casimirian)Castle – Castle 

Park – Hill of Three Crosses – Zniesienie Hill – Tatarska Street – the 
Carmelite Nuns' Church –  the Carmelites' Church –  Władycze Street –  
Bp Jan Śnigurskiego Street – the Greek Catholic Archcathedral – the 
Reformed Franciscan Church – Old Town Market Square.

Length: 3.5 kilometres.   Walking time: 2 hours.

 
The route starts and ends on the southern side of the unique, sloped Old 
Town Market Square. 

Since the Middle Ages it has been the heart of Przemyśl.  Town houses 
with characteristic arcades, concentrated in three of the once four  existing 
frontages, date back to the 16th and the 17th century. Building number 9, 
on the eastern side  of the Market Square, houses the Museum of the 
History of Przemyśl, with interesting exhibitions on the 1000-year history of 
Przemyśl. Until 1812 there was a Renaissance town hall in the Market 
Square. This once representative  building, along with  the western side of 
the Market Square, was torn down upon the orders of the occupants. 
Similarly,  the buildings in front of the City Council offices (Market Square 
number 1) did not survive. They were destroyed in June 1941 during the 
battle for the control of the town between the Soviet and German forces.

The blue route goes in a  southerly  
direction, up the short and narrow 
Aleksandra Fredry Street. Then it turns 
right, leading straight to the Roman 
Catholic Archcathedral.  
It is the oldest preserved sanctuary in 
Przemyśl. Its construction started in 
1460 and lasted almost one hundred 
years. The Gothic presbytery was built 
upon the remains of the Romanesque 
rotunda that have been preserved till 
today. In the 18th century the cathedral 
was rebuilt, and, as a result, the 
harmonious Gothic styles and elements 
intermingled with the Baroque. Inside 
the sanctuary there is, among others, 
the famous Our Lady of Jackowa figure, 
as well as the relics of St. Bishop Józef 
Sebastian Pelczar and Blessed Father 
Jan Balicki. Other buildings worth noting 
in  the vicinity of the Archcathedral  are: 
the 16th century manor house of 



Orzechowski on the left; the 16th century building of an old cathedral 
school, just opposite its main entrance (currently housing the 
Archcathedral Museum); the 18th century Roman Catholic Bishops' 
Palace, and on the right, the Cathedral Tower built in the years of 1759-
1764 and raised in 1907 to the height of 71 metres. The Tower is the most 
characteristic and recognizable element of the panorama of Przemyśl.
   Zamkowa Street leads up to the Castle Hill (265 metres AMSL) situated, 
as is the whole  route, on the Przemyśl Foothills, 60 metres above the San 
River Valley. Following the route we pass the building of the High 
Theological Seminary, whose origins date back to 1687.  Its prominent 
building was expanded in the 19th century. 
 We reach the Casimirian Castle, towering over the city and erected after 
1340 in the Gothic style upon the orders of King Casimir the Great. 
The oldest preserved element of the Gothic structure is the ogival entrance 
gate. The current exterior of the Castle is the result of the Renaissance 
style rebuilding in the 16th and the 17th centuries, as well as the 20th 
century reconstruction. The Castle was home to Przemyśl castellans and 

elders. It also served as a house for Polish kings during their travels and 
war campaigns. An absolute  must-see in the castle courtyard are the 
remnants of the Romanesque rotunda with an apse (of a Christian 
sanctuary) and a palatium (headquarters of the authorities and troops at 
that time)  dating back to the era of the first Piasts. Inside the Castle there 
is, among other interesting things, the theatre room of the Aleksander 
Fredro Dramatic Society, which, set up in 1869, was the oldest amateur 
theatre in Poland. The castle tower offers an exquisite look at the 
panorama of  Przemyśl. On the Castle Hill there is also a historic arbour 
and a stone placed in 1891 to commemorate the creators of the May 3rd 
Constitution.
   Passing the vantage point with a panorama of the San River Valley, the 
route takes us down the Castle Hill to the Castle Park, called also the City 
Park, whose origins date back to 1842. Prior to that all this area was not 
wooded due to strategic defence reasons. Trees and shrubs have been 
planted here in a premeditated pattern since 1890, that is after the setting 
up of the City Embellishment Society. The City Park in Przemyśl is 
considered to be one of the most beautiful city parks in Poland.
   Here the route turns right, and then immediately to the left into one of the 
alleys. After a short walk we pass, on the right, a monument with the bust of 
Tadeusz Kościuszko. Going along  the alley we turn right at the end, and 
then left, passing the calculation line of a small ski jump, that some time 
ago was very popular, but is currently left unused. Walking down the alley 
we pass an arbour and reach the brick Sanocka Higher Gate built in the 
80s of the 19th century. It is  part of an important Fortress of the Przemyśl 
inner ring of fortifications that links Sanocka Lower Gate with the XVIc 
“Three Crosses” Fort. Still to be seen is the Hill of Three Crosses, which 
in the past was devoid of trees. This is where some of researchers 
pinpointed an early Middle Age defence burg city and where we can also 
see elements of  19th century fortifications. Following the route, we turn 
left from the alley near the existing fragment of the  XVIc “Three Crosses” 
Fort

On the left side we can clearly see the brick blockhouse which was a 
defence point blocking access to the road leading to the gate that we pass. 
In the Fort area  such elements as a gate passage, pillboxes, entrance 
gate with steel doors and ramparts have been preserved. In front of the 
blockhouse the route turns right taking a path leading to the top of a 

rampart. At the crossroads of the paths,  
we turn  right. After a short walk we climb 
a hill with three crosses, from which 
there is a view of the north eastern 
periphery of the Przemyśl Foothills,  and 
the  towns and villages of Krzemieniec, 
Kruhel Mały, Kruhel Wielki and 
Prałowice. Beyond this  are wooded 
Góra  Pra łkowska (Pra łkowska 
Mountain, 358 meters AMSL) and the 
VII “Prałkowce” Fort. On the right, in the 
San River Valley,  are the towns and 

villages of Tarnawce Tarnawce, Wapowce, Kuńkowce and Ostrów as well 
as the eastern periphery of the Dynowskie Foothills with Karczmarowa 
(408 meters AMSL).
 After descending from  the hill we follow the path along the embankment 
with “Krzemieniec” rampart that links the fort that we just passed with the 
XVI “Zniesienie” Fort towering over the city. On the right we pass a ski-
slope with a ski lift that is open all year round and a toboggan run . Then we 
climb the highest point of “Zniesienie”Fort  (353 meters AMSL). Its name 
commemorates the defeat of the Tatars attacking Przemyśl. “Zniesienie” is 
the most eastern  area of both of the Przemyśl Foothils and all West  
Carpathian Mountains. In front of us there is a television pole erected in 
1962.
   The route turns back down the hill here, but it is worth  taking a short walk 
further up Przemysława Street. On the left there is a beautiful panorama of 
Przemyśl and parts of the  Dynowski Foothills as well as the Rzeszów 
Foothills and the lower San River Valley in the Sandomierz Basin. When 
the weather is good it is possible to even see towns and villages situated 
dozens of kilometres away. On the right, the XVI “Zniesienie” Fort 

towering over the city is clearly visible. Its origins go back to 1854, when a 
rampart was built from earth and wood. The fort in its current shape was 
built after 1878 as a non-standard defence construction consisting of three 
joint ramparts, and enabling circular defence. The preserved elements of 
the fort are: embankments surrounded by a moat, elements of an 
ammunition dump that was blown up, and rescue shelters in transoms. 
Right beside the fort there is Krzyż Zawierzenia (Cross of Trust), erected in 
2000 to commemorate the 2000th anniversary of Christianity and  
entrusting the City of  Przemyśl  to God's Graciousness. A paved road  
takes us straight to the mysterious Tatar's Barrow (352 meters AMLS), 
which, as the legend says, was built by the Tatars on the grave of a Tatar's 
Khan who was killed in a battle there.
   St Leonard's Chapel was situated  on the hill as early as the 16th century, 
however it was burnt down by the Tatars in 1623. For many ages the hill 
certainly served as an important observation point in the defence system 
of the Przemyśl Land. It  offers a grand panorama of some of Przemyśl 

districts, the Sandomierz Basin, San-Dniester Rivers Plateau (Mościski 
Plateau and Przemyśl Gate), 
Sanocko-Turczańskie Mountains 
(Outer Eastern Carpathians) and 
the Przemyśl Foothills. When the 
weather is good it is also possible to 
see the peaks of the border regions 
of the Beskids in the Eastern 
Carpathians, situated beyond the 
Dniester River Valley, more than 50 
kilometres away.
        Time to come back to our 
walking route, that leads down the 
narrow Tatarska Street. This part of 

the city was called Cebulanka (Onion district) in the past. We can see in 
front of us the towers of the churches of the Przemyśl Old Town as well as 
the San River Valley, as we pass low buildings in the Podgórze district. We 
reach a brick wall, which in some places is nine metres high, and which 
surrounds a neo-Gothic Discalced Carmelite Nuns Church and a 
cloister dating back to 1899-1900. Walking along the brick wall, down 
Tatarska Street, we reach the Church’s main entrance gate. The interior of 
this small but the highest situated sanctuary of the Old Town can be seen 
during Sunday masses, or after informing the Nuns in advance of a wish to 
visit the sanctuary.
     Walking down the street, we imperceptibly enter the Old Town, 
surrounded once by defence walls, embankments and ground 
fortifications. In the past, this part of the Old Town featured a Tailors’ Tower 
erected in the 17th century. A dozen or 
so  metres after passing the Carmelite 
Nuns Church's gate we turn right to 
reach the 17th century Carmelite 
Church and monastery.
The sanctuary was founded for the 
Carmelite Fathers by the then owner of 
Krasiczyn, Marcin Krasicki, who was 
one of the most influential magnates of 
Rzeczpospolita (Republic of Poland). At 
the end of the 18th century the 
occupiers evicted the Carmelite Fathers 
from the church and the monastery, 
handing the buildings over to the Greek 
Catholics. Those changed the exterior 
and the interior of the church, converting 
it into a Greek Catholic Cathedral. The 
monastery building was also rebuilt. 
After the Second World War the 
Carmelite Fathers, regained first the 
church and then the monastery, and 
have been restoring them to  their 
original appearance  in recent years. This is one of the most beautiful 
Baroque churches in Poland and the interior impresses one with the 

richness of design.
      After leaving  the church, we turn 
right, walking along the monastery's 
walls. For a moment we leave the 
marked route and taking the short 
Komisja Edukacji Narodowej Street 
(National Education Committee) where 
we can  look at well-preserved 16th and 
17th century Przemyśl city walls, that 
are situated at Basztowa Street, near 
the old building of the Greek Catholic 
seminary school dating back to 1912. 
Unfortunately none of the three 
entrance gates or nine towers,  have 
been  preserved, as they were torn 
down on the orders of the Austrians at 
the end of the 18th century. The route 
leads down Władycze Street to the plac 
Niepodległości (Independence Square). 
Towering over the square,  is a 38-metre 
high Clock Tower built in the 18th 
century as a belfry for the planned, but 



never erected Greek Catholic 
Cathedral.
                                                                         
   The Tower served for 123 years as the 
watchtower for firemen and as a 
vantage point. From its top firemen used 
to play, every hour on the hour, the 
Przemyśl bugle call. Since 2001 the 
Tower has been housing the unique 
Museum of Bells and Pipes. An 
observation deck offers a beautiful view 
on the Old Town. In 2007 the monument 
of the Holy Father John Paul II was 
erected in the Independence Square, 
and a fountain was built next to the 
Clock Tower.
At the top of the Independence Square 
the route turns right into  Bp Jan 
Śnigurskiego Street, that ends in  
Tadeusza Czackiego Square, which 
features the old, 19th century Greek 
Catholic Bishops’ Palace and the Greek 
Catholic Archcathedral.

   The Baroque sanctuary was erected in the 17th century as a church of 
the Jesuits order. In the 20th century it played the role of a military church. 
In 1991, during his visit to Przemyśl, Pope John Paul II handed the church 
over to the Greek Catholics to be their Cathedral. The Greek Catholics 
adapted the interior of the sanctuary for the purposes of the Eastern rite, 
including in the interior design, among the others, the 17th century 
iconostasis from the Orthodox church  in Lubaczów. At the side of the 
Archcathedral there is a modern bell tower, and behind it, the 17th century 
building of the former Jesuits college.
 In front of the stairs leading to the Greek Catholic Archcathedral the route 
turns right into the narrow Adama Asnyka Street. We pass the 18th century 
Reformed Franciscan Church on the right. It was built in the place of a 
much older, Gothic sanctuary of the Franciscan Order. The Rococo style 
interior of the church impresses one with its abundance of sculptures and 
frescoes. Here the route turns left leading back to the Market Square.

The route:  Plac Orląt Przemyskich (Przemyśl Eaglets Square) – 
Plac Konstytucji 3 Maja (May 3rd Constitution Square) – 

Grunwaldzka Street – Basilians Orthodox Church – Salezjańska 
(Salesian) Street – Salesian Fathers Church –  Zygmunta Noskowskiego 
Street – Walerego Wróblewskiego Street – Zasański Cemetery with 
Austro-Hungarian soldiers' graves quarter – Bolesława Śmiałego 
(Boleslas II the Bold) Street – Marcina Bielskiego Street – Ignacego 
Paderewskiego Street – Lipowica – Armii Krajowej (The Home Army) 
Street – Budy Wielkie – ppłk Kazimierza Gurbiela ( Lieutenant Colonel  
Kazimierz Gurbiel) Street – Bolesława Chrobrego (Boleslas I the Brave) 
Street – Winna Góra (Wine Mountain) – Stanisława Żółkiewskiego Street – 
Szwoleżerska  (Chevau-légers,Cavalry) Street – św. Brata Alberta (Saint 
Brother Albert Chmielowski) Street –22 Stycznia ( January 22nd ) Street – 
Plac Orląt Przemyskich (Przemyśl Eaglets Square).
  
Length : 9 kilometres.     Walking time: 3 hours.

The route starts and ends at the Plac Orląt Przemyskich (Przemyśl Eaglets 
Square) in the Zasanie district. From the Old Town the district is reached by 
crossing the Orlęta Przemyskie Bridge over the San River. It is the longest 
and the most important river in  the whole region. The San originates in the 
Bieszczady Mountains, and after 443 kilometres flows into the Vistula 
River. From its springs up until the city of  Przemyśl,  it is a mountain river. 
On passing through Przemyśl it becomes a lowland river. In the past the 
San River waters were more abundant than they are now. In the mid 19th 
century a steam ship “Cracow” was able to sail through Przemyśl, and at, 

Przemyśl red walking route

This walking route is marked with white and red squares. 

the beginning of the 20th century, there 
were many quite big motor boats on the 
San River in the city. 
 Leaving the bridge on the left there is 
the Orlęta Przemyskie monument 
erected to commemorate the youngest 
citizens of Przemyśl who sacrificed their 
lives defending the city from the 
Ukrainians during the Polish-Ukrainians 
battles in 1918.
   From the Orlęta Przemyskie Square 
the route leads to the neighbouring May 
3rd Constitution Square. On the right 
side of the square there is the 
Benedictine Nuns Abbey, which was 
established in the 17th century and is 
the oldest historic monument of the 
Zasanie district.  After having been 
damaged during numerous invasions, 
the Abbey was fortified with a wall with 

four towers. The current late Baroque church was built in the years 1768-
1777. A significant part of the abbey buildings was burnt down on June 24 
1941, during the battle between the Germans and Soviets over the control 
of the city, and then it was pulled down. Towering over May 3rd Constitution 
Square  is an Art Nouveau town  house from  1912. Up until 1940 the 
Orlęta Przemyskie monument, which has been mentioned before, stood in 
the middle of the square. However,  it was destroyed by the Ukrainian 
nationalists with the consent of the Germans. The monument was rebuilt in 
1994, but on the neighbouring Orląt Przemyskich Square.  Turning left we 
enter Grunwaldzka Street featuring more Art Nouveau town houses, 
dating back to the turn of the 19th and 20th century. For years  it has been 
the popular road leading through the Carpathian Mountains to Hungary, 
thus till 1910 the street bore the name  Hungarian Street. At the small Unia 
Brzeska (Union of Brest) square there is the abandoned building of a 
synagogue dating back to 1895.
   Reaching the crossroads we see the 
towering, characteristic shape of the 
Basilians Greek Catholic Orthodox 
Church from 1935. During the times of 
the People's Republic of Poland the 
orthodox church and the neighbouring 
monastery  were  used as  the  
headquarters of the National Archives. 
In the 1990’s the Basilians returned to 
the church and the monastery, restoring 
their original appearance and interior 
design. Turning right we follow the 
narrow Salezjańska (Salesian Fathers) 
Street, which leads to the neo-Gothic 
Salesian Fathers Church.
   The construction of the church started 
in 1912, but it was interrupted by the 
First World War. The building works 
were continued in the years 1922-1925, 
when the characteristic 62-metre high 
tower, resembling the higher tower of  
St. Mary’s Basilica in Cracow, was 
erected. The interior of the church, 
where the relics of the Blessed Father 
August Czartoryski (1858-1893) are kept, is worth seeing.
     Passing the Salesian Fathers Church the route turns left from św. Jana 
Nepomucena  Street  into Zygmunta Noskowskiego Street. On  the right 
side there is, surrounded by a brick wall, a complex of the barracks of the 
10th Pioneers Battalion of the Austrian Empire Army, dating back to1896. 
The former Austrian barracks have been used for many years by the Polish 
Army troops. Going straight up Walerego Wróblewskiego Street we reach 
Zasań district Cemetery..
   At Bolesława Śmiałego (Boleslas II the Bold) Street it is hard to miss a 
cross which was made in 1916 from the spans of a bridge over the San 
River that had been blown up. The cross towers  over the cemetery of 
Austro-Hungarian soldiers killed during the First World War in battles over 
the Przemyśl Fortress. Near the Cemetery's Chapel, dating back to 1916,  
are also the graves of the Polish Army soldiers killed in September 1939 in 

battles with the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (UPA), as well as graves of the 
Home Army soldiers.
 Turning left in front of the Cemetery's 
gate and walking along its walls we 
reach a car park  where we turn right into 
a dirt track that takes us  higher up 
through allotments  to Marcina 
Bielskiego Street. Turning back we can 
see a panoramic view of Przemyśl and 
Mościski Plateau with the outer rings of 
the fortifications of the Przemyśl 
Fortress. In front of us, on the left,  is “Na 
Ostrowiu”gunpowder works -  part of the 
inner ring of the fortifications. This is 
where the ammunition depot was 
situated. The route turns right leading 
along Bielskiego Street and a 
fortification embankment on the left. 
   After a short walk we pass the 
remnants of the XVIIIa “Strzelnica” 
(Shooting range) rampart dating back to 
the 1880’s , then the route leaves 

Bielskiego Street turning right to Kazanowski Wood. After a while we reach 
Paderewskiego Street where we turn left and come across the green route 
leading from Przemyśl to Bachórze. Reaching the crossroads in the 
Lipowica district, the green route turns left, but the red route leads up Armii 
Krajowej (The Home Army) Street on the right. After walking a couple of 
hundred metres we can see a monument commemorating the victims of 
Nazism on the left, among others, the Home Army Soldiers, gestapo  
victims and hostages executed during the occupation of the artillery XVIII 
“Lipowica”Fort situated 344 metres above the sea level. The first 
fortifications were erected in this place after 1854, and during the 1880’s  
they were thoroughly rebuilt. The Fort was damaged on the day of the 
surrender, and in the 1920’s it was partially pulled down. The only 
preserved elements are the embankments with  transoms, ruined rescue 
shelters and artillery stands.
   The route then turns right from Armii Krajowej (the Home Army) Street to 
Zasański Park, which once was a wood –“Las na Budach” - stretching from 
Przemyśl to the north west. The route takes us through the alleys and then 
back to the aforementioned street. On the left we pass  the XVIIIc “Las” 
(Wood) Fort and reach the crossroads with Krakowska (Cracow) Street. 
This is the place where a 19th century Fortress Gate guarding the entrance 
to the city from the north used to stand. We cross the busy street at the 
pedestrian crossing  and enter Lieutenant Colonel  Kazimierz Gurbiel 
Street. He was a citizen of Przemyśl taking part in the victorious Battle of 
Monte Cassino. On the left there is the Budy Wielkie district, and on the 
right the Budy Małe district. At the crossroads near a new church and a 
pressure tower there is “Pax Vobis” (Peace Be With You) obelisk  that 
commemorates the fallen soldiers of all the armies and all the nationalities, 
which took part in the battles over the Przemyśl Fortress.  This is the place 
where the  XIXa “Buda” rampart once existed.



Kazimierza Wielkiego
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   At the crossroads we turn right and take Bolesława Chrobrego (Boleslas I 
the Brave) Street that leads us along the preserved embankment on the 
left side to XIX “Winna Góra” (Wine Mountain) Fort (278 metres AMSL). It 
is where the “Jamy” flower preserve is situated, and where the, rare in 
Poland, Austrian flax grows.
   In the years 1854-1855 the Austrians built a defensive artillery rampart 
here. In the 1880’s  the rampart was replaced with the XIX “Winna Góra” 
Fort. Similarly to other defence structures it was blown up in 1915, and 
then partially pulled down. One of the preserved elements is an 
embankment with a transom and rescue shelters, as well as the 
embankment concealing the barracks. 
  Winna Góra (the Wine Mountain) is the most eastern region of the 
Dynowski Foothills. In the 15th century, but maybe even as early as in the 
times of the early Piasts, there were vineyards on the southern slope of the 
Winna Góra. The route then turns left into Żółkiewskiego Street, but it is 
worth taking  a short walk to a vantage point in front of the Fort and seeing 
one of the most beautiful panoramas of Przemyśl. We can see the whole 
Zasanie district, the eastern part of the city, the city centre, the Old Town on 
the Zniesienie Hill, and further away Kruhel Hills and Wapielnica. On the 
left there is the ridge of the Mościski Plateau with a few of the Forts of the 

outer ring  fortifications, further away we can see  the Przemyśl Gate and 
Optyń Hill. In the background you can also see the Sanocko-Turczańskie 
Mountains in the Eastern Carpathians with the characteristic shape of  
Łysa Góra (the Bald Mountain) above the Chyrów and Stara Sola. When 
the weather is exceptionally good you may even be able to see peaks 
situated much further away.
  Żółkiewskiego Street leads us alongside villas of the former officers’ 
housing estate built in  1924-1927. Then we turn right down Szwoleżerska 
(Cavalry) Street that leads to  Bolesława Chrobrego  (Boleslas I the Brave) 
Street. Walking further down we take a short cut through a residential area. 
At one of the curves at the foothills of the Wine Mountain the route turns left 
into a path that leads to Brodzińskiego Street. Passing under a small 
railway overpass we turn right at the end of the street, and then, almost 
immediately left, into św. Brata Alberta (Saint Brother Albert) Street. On the 
right we pass the buildings of the former public hospital built in the years 
1904-1906 and surrounded by a wall. We reach a brick  monastic house 
and Albertine Fathers’ shelter dating back to 1905. Then we take a small 
path to the left that  takes us to a path running along the San River. Turning 
right we reach Ryszard Siwiec Bridge. Passing under the bridge we reach 
22 Stycznia (January 22nd ) Street. On the left we pass a building erected 
in the 1920’s, in the characteristic Zakopane style, the offices of the 
“Czuwaj” (Be vigilant) Sports Club, and then we pass under the railway 
bridge built in 1891. The massive construction was blown up on the day of 
the surrender of the Przemyśl Fortress to the Russians on March 22nd 
1915.  A year later new central spans were constructed replacing the 
damaged elements. The railway bridge played an important role during the 
Polish-Ukrainian battles over the control of the city in November 1918, as 
well as during the Second World War. Following  a boulevard along the 
San River, we  pass under Orlęta Przemyskie Bridge. We are back at the 
Orlęta Przemyskie Square where the route ends.


