
The old Dominican monastery 
from the turn of the 16th and 17th 

centuries after the dissolution of that 
religious order by the Austrians housed 
a police station, town authorities’ office, 
then a prison and a court of law. From 
1975 it was the seat of the province 
authorities. Now the building houses 
the district authorities’ office. In the 
square in front of the old monastery 
once stood a 16th-c. Gothic and 
Renaissance Dominican church pulled 
down by the Austrian authorities.

Do not miss !
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The building in the Market 
Square (at Rynek no. 1) 

housing the municipality authorities’ 
office, of 16th-c. origin, later repeatedly 
renovated. Its two-storey basement, 
not yet made available to the public, is 
going to mark the beginning of an 
underground tourist route

10 The town walls, best preserved in 
the sections in Basztowa Street, 

were built in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. In the late 18th century the 
Austrians ordered to pull down the 
walls surrounding the town. The same 
happened to the 9 towers and 3 entran-
ce gates.
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The old 17th-c. monastery of the 
Order of St John of God. 

In the century following the one when 
the order was dissolved the building 
housed a police station and then the 
local authorities’ office. During the 
Communist times in the old monastery 
building the Communist Party officials 
used to work. Now the building is the 
seat of the Foreign Languages Teacher 
Training College.

11 The 17th-c. Reformed Franci-
scan Church was once surroun-

ded with a defence wall with embrasu-
res and, along with the monastery, 
acted as a barbican for the non-existent 
now Brama Lwowska (the Lviv Gate). 
After pulling down the town walls and 
filling in the moat the ground level was 
raised so high that at present the 
church seems to be sunken in the 
ground below the street level. In 1877 
near the church the statue of the heroic 
monk Father Krystyn Szykowski, who 
commanded the people of Przemyśl 
against the Tartars in 1672, was 
erected.
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 The Railway Station built betwe-
en 1859 and 1860 and renovated in 

1895 is one of the grandest buildings 
on the rail line which links Cracow with 
Lviv. In 1872 Przemyśl obtained also 
a rail connection with Budapest.
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The Benedictine nuns’ abbey 
established in the 17th c. was 

surrounded with a defence wall with 
towers. In the 18th century the late-Ba-
roque Holy Trinity Church and 
a convent were built. The abbey is the 
oldest monument in the left-bank part of 
the town, called Zasanie.

1818
The National Museum of the 
Przemyśl Land in a new building 

erected in 2008 in the place  of town  
houses destroyed during WWII. The 
interior is still undergoing furnishing, 
nevertheless it is worth seeing the  
permanent and temporary exhibitions  
of the oldest  museum that can be 
proud of the biggest collections in the 
Podkarpacie Region.  
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Wooden Greek-Catholic Church 
from 1630 in Kruhel Wielki. The 

Church, partially reconstructed several 
years ago, is one of the oldest 
monuments of this type in Poland.

The Carmelite nuns’ church and 
convent built in the years 1899--

1900. This neo-Gothic church is the 
highest-situated church in the Old 
Town. Surrounded with a brick wall, the 
church may be visited by appointment.
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The 17th-c. Carmelite church and 
monastery tower over the Old Town. The 

Austrian authorities handed the Baroque church 
over to Greek Catholics, who turned it into their 
cathedral, changing its appearance and conver-
ting the adjacent monastery. In recent years the 
Carmelites restored the original look to the 
church and monastery. Also the grand interiors 
were restored.

Zniesienie
The hill towering over the town, the 

name of which commemorates the 
defeat of the Tartars in this very place.  
The most famous point of Zniesienie is 
the mysterious Tartar’s Barrow (353 m 
above sea level). As legend says, it was 
built by the Tartars as a mound of the 
Khan who was killed in  battle here. In 
the second half of the 19th century the 
Austrians erected some buildings on 
Zniesienie,  as part of the internal circle 
of the Przemyśl Fortress.  Battery XVI b 
“The Tartar’s Burrow” can be seen near 
to the Barrow, but the biggest object is 
fort XVI “Zniesienie. Krzyż Zawierze-
nia (Cross of Trust) of 2000 can be seen 
near the fort. Near the TV Tower we can 
spot a Fortress gate, with its upper 
station of the ski slope built in 2006, with 
its all-year-round attractions: a cable 
way and a tobogganing run.

www.przemysl.pl

The Castle 
erected after 1340 by king 

Casimirus the Great on the hill 
towering over the city. In its yard 
one can find the remnants of the 
old rotunda and palatium from the 
time of king Bolesław I the Brave. 
The castle, thoroughly renovated in 
the 16th century in the Renaissan-
ce style now houses among others 
an auditorium of the Aleksander 
Fredro Amateur Drama Company, 
the oldest in Poland amateur 
drama group.
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The Roman-Catholic Archca-
thedral 

built in the Gothic style in the 15th 
and 16th centuries in place of the 
older Romanesque one, whose 
remnants have been preserved in 
the vaults. It was renovated in the 
18th c. in the Baroque style. Next to 
the cathedral there is the Bishop’s 
Palace and the late-Baroque 
71-metre high belfry.
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Archdiocese Museum
Opposite the main entrance to 

the metropolitan cathedral, in three 
interconnected buildings: 16th-cen-
tury cathedral school, 16th-century 
Curates' College and 17th-century 
Psalm Singers' College,  the 
Archdiocese Museum has its seat 
under the patronage of its founder,  
Saint Józef Sebastian Pelczar, 
Bishop of Przemyśl. The museum, 
which is over one hundred years 
old, holds - among others - a rich 
collection of sacral art.
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The Greek-Catholic Archca-
thedral in the old Baroque 

church of the Sacred Heart of 
Christ built for the Jesuit order in 
the 17th c. In the 20th c. it was 
a military church. In 1991 Pope 
John Paul II handed the church 
over to Greek Catholics, who 
adapted it for the purposes of the 
Eastern rite. When inside, do not 
fail to see the 17th-c. iconostasis 
from the church in Lubaczów. Next 
to the archcathedral there is a 
modern-day belfry and behind it, in 
the 17th-c. building of the old Jesuit 
college, the over-hundred-year-old 
Archdiocesan Museum named 
after the bishop of Przemyśl, St 
Józef Sebastian Pelczar.
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The Clock Tower 
built in the 18th century in the late-Baroque 

style as the belfry of the planned but never 
erected new Greek Catholic cathedral. For 123 
years the tower was used by firemen as 
a watchtower and a vantage point. It is worth 
seeing the Museum of Bells and Pipes housed 
inside it. From the observation deck there one 
gets a beautiful view of the Old Town. 
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The Franciscan Church 
built in the 18th c. in place of an old Gothic 

church combines elements of the late Baroque 
and the Classicism. The church has an 
impressive rococo interior with an abundance of 
sculptures and frescoes.
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The houses in the Market Square 
of 16th- and 17th-c. origin which stand on 

three sides of the square (once they used to take 
all four sides). Most of the houses renovated in 
the 19th c. have retained the original arcades. Of 
note is also the Market Square itself, where once 
a Renaissance Town Hall stood, pulled down in 
1812 by the Austrian authorities. 

88

The Museum of the History of Przemyśl 
in a 16th-c. house with the basement open 

to the public. When in the Museum one should 
not miss the interesting middle-class house 
interiors, the 19th-c. photographer’s studio as 
well as exhibitions devoted to the over-tho-
usand-year-old history of Przemyśl.
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